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Presentation Scope
 Multi-Op, Multi-transmitter category
 USA only (48 contiguous states)
 CQWW contests
 Usually just the “top ten”
 Just “the early days” (through 1986)



    

I’m not sure if I was SOA or multi-op, 
but these guys helped

 K1AR
 K1DG
 K1LWI
 K1OTA
 W1UU
 N2AA
 K2UFT
 KU2M
 NT2X

 W3BP
 K3EST
 K3LR
 N3RS
 K3WW
 K3ZO
 W3ZZ
 N4AF
 K4BAI

 K4GKD
 WA4PXP
 W5OV
 N5KO
 K5TR
 N6AA
 W6OAT
 K6SSS
 N6TR

The CQWW Handbook © Robert Cox

 KL7RA
 WA7LT
 W7WA
 PVRC 

web site



    

The K1VR
aka “the excuse”

It was really hard to compile all this stuff.  Copies were 
of poor quality, my eye sight is getting worse, I am 

very tired after work, and my typing is so-so.  
Therefore, I acknowledge that 
there are probably errors and 

omissions contained in this 
presentation.   



    

Just what is Multi-Multi?
 Most of us operate alone at our home 

station.  Typically, we have one rig and one 
tower (if we’re lucky).  That is Single-Op.



    

Multi-Multi is lots of operators, in one 
shack, using lots of rigs and lots of 

towers with lots of multiple 
antennas, all at the same time.



    



    



    

First – the stats



    

QUIZ 1:
The CQ WW began in 1948.

When was M/M a formally sanctioned 
category of entry?

a) From the start
b) From 1950 to 1954
c) From 1955 to 1959
d) From 1960 to 1964
e) From 1965 to 1969



    

The CQWW Handbook © Robert Cox

1959 !!



    
© CQ Magazine (CQWW cw 1958 results)

1958 Pre-Multi/Multi



    

Quiz 2:
From 1959 to 1986 which 

call area never won a 
CQWW M/M?

Choices:
1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 7, 8



    

During the first 28 years of 
CQWW multi-multi

The FIRST (1) call area never 
won a CQWW M/M



    

Quiz 3:
Who won the first CQWW 

Multi-multi?

W8NGO
1959 phone winner



    

From 1959 - 1986 
there were over 400 M/M 

entries from over 180 
different USA stations 

representing well over 1000 
individual operator efforts



    

Quiz 4:
In the first 28 years, how many 

different stations have won 
CQWW m/m?

(over 180 entered)
A total of NINE (9)

Six (6) on CW
Seven (7) on Phone



    

Winners by Year and Mode

Red squares = won both modes that year



    

Consistent M/M Entrants

CW entries Phone 
entries



    

…the setting



    

1959



    

1959



    

So what does it take?



    

1959

This is the ONLY photo I have from the  W3AOH station, a 
player in M/M starting in the 1959 cw weekend.  

© CQ Magazine

Headphones!



    

W6RW 1962

Requirements:

•Great QTH

•Mono-banders



    

W6RW 1961

Required: Dedicated, great Ops (the crew).

K6ERT, W6BXL, K6PJY, W6RW, W6JZH



    
Then: Separate RX and TX = zero-beating!

K2GL: W2SKE ~1959

Required: Controls within easy reach



    
W3MSK circa 1960’s

A neat layout with plenty of desk top room



    

Required: Amplifiers, often home-brew, at least one per band.



    

W3MSK



    

Logging requires getting the 
time right!

Ad from 1967



    

W3MSK: Op is K3EST 1969 CQWW CW



    

NO COMPUTERS

Logging and 
maintaining a 
dupe sheet were 
manual processes

K2GL/N2AA

K2TW on 20

Circa 1984



    

An important asset at K2GL was a copy machine. 
 We never knew when we might run out of logs (a 
fate worse than death for a M/M).  JE1JKL 
(9M6NA) left and KR2Q on right.



    

CQWW paper 
log form
It was use this, or 
make your own!

Later, the form 
changed to fit 80 Qs 
per page (this is 40)

Writing all this stuff 
took lots of time!



    

Correcting a call was dangerous: it 
wasted time and you could mess up 

another call (KH6BZF is now partially 
erased) and the RATE died.  Handwriting 
counted too; this is not a good example.  



    

W2PV: K1EA (soon to be author of CT) 
on 40m.  Pencil in Hand for paper 
logging.  Paddles: No keyboards!



    

A lost skill: WA2SPL sending 
CW using a paddle while holding 

a pencil at the same time 
(W2PV).



    

N5AU:
The Great Leap Forward

Using a Mechanical 
Pencil!

And eventually 
Transceivers were the 

norm



    

The BEST equipment and LOTS of 
it (two stations per band).  K2GL



    

BIG towers 
are good

W3MSK



    

Lots of BIG 
antennas

W2PV Big Bertha



    

With World 
Class Rotors 

Base of Big 
Bertha @ K2GL



    

A 5 element full sized 40m yagi helps
W6VSS



    

3 over 3 on 40m on a 160’ of Rohn 80 isn’t bad 
(K2GL – looking down from the “big” tower)



    

A rotating 2 L wire beam is real nice
W7RM



    

But a 3L 80m yagi is better
K2GL



    

Which also needs a 
big rotator: K2GL



    

NO FEAR!  200’ up 
and 40mph winds.  
K2NG rides the 80  

at K2GL
The mast is to the left, out of the frame of the picture!



    

Most of all, HAVE FUN!
N5AU: K5ZD having a good time!



    

Tools for the serious contester



    

Tools for the serious contester



    

Tools for the serious contester



    

And now…the 
PICTURES

In no particular order



    

Ed Bissell

W3MSK
before 1970



    



    



    



    

W3MSK 1969



    

W3MSK: N3IN (later N4IN)



    

In 1969 it was still W3MSK



    

W3MSK: N4KG, W3MSK (W3AU) W8CQN



    

W3MSK



    

W3MSK 10L 10m



    

W3MSK 5L 40m



    

W3MSK 7L 15m



    

W3MSK 7L 20m



    

W3MSK - W3AU from across the Potomac River



    



    

W4BVV

Tom Peruzzi



    

K3OAE 
(K3KU)

K3NPV 
(K4YF)

W1BGD

W4BVV



    

W4BVV

K1ANV

(W3ZZ)

K2PHF 
(N6AA)



    

W4BVV

(L-R) K3NPV, K9OPF (K4GKD)



    

W4BVV



    

W4BVV
Twin 200’



    

W4BVV



    

W4BVV



    

Actual call K1OTA

K1JGD Bob Blake



    

W4KXV 
Dick Phelps 
Multi-Multi 



    

K4BVD, now 
W6OATW4KXV 

Multi-Multi 

Interestingly enough, if this IS that 1967 contest, it is my FIRST ever at a multi-multi.  John, K4BAI had visited the 
W4KXV station a year earlier, and when he could not return in 1967, he suggested to Dick, W4KXV that perhaps I 
could sit in.  Dick was kind enough to extend an invitation, I drove to Virginia from Boston, got totally hooked on 
contesting, and have been doing it ever since!  Rusty, W6OAT

K4PQL, now 
N4AF



    

W4KXV 
Multi-Multi 



    

W4KXV 
Multi-Multi 



    

W6VSS – Dale Hoppe



    

W6VSS – 5 by 5 on 10m (?)



    

W6VSS – 5 L 40m



    
W6VSS – 5 over 5 on 20m



    



    

W6VSS 1970 CQWW SSB



    

W7RM
Rush Drake



    

W7RM
K7SS + K7JCA 

(W7RM)



    

W7RM 1977 

W7WA (22 years old) 15m run, W7EXM (K7RA) and VE7BD on 10m



    

W7RM 5 over 5

10 meters 



    

W7RM 6 over 6

20 meters 



    

W7RM 6 over 6

15 meters 



    

W7RM 4L 40m



    

W7RM shot to EUR



    

W7RM shot to JA



    

W3WJD (N3RS)

“Sig” Sigismonti 



    

(L – R) W3WJD (N3RS), W3IFG (W3XU), WA3LRO, K3YUA (N3RD)



    

W3WJD



    

W3WJD

5L 20m



    

W3WJD

2L 40 and 6L 10



    



    

W2PV w/K1AR reaching



    

W2PV:  K1DG and XA on 15

Wonder what this is for?



    

W2PV Big Bertha



    

W2PV 3L 40 stack



    

W2PV : WA2SPL

4 stack of 
Signal/One CX7s



    

N5AU
Gordon FoggGordon Fogg



    

N5AU: WN4KKN (N5KO), K5ZD, W5FO



    

N5AU: K5ZD having a good time!



    

N5AU: (L – R) 40, 15, 10



    

N5AU: it says CALL CQ



    

N5AU: N5RZ, KN6M, KM5X, N5CR



    

N5AU: WOW!



    

Hazard “Buz” Reeves



    

K2GL – Tuxedo Park, NY 
aka “the HILL”



    

K2GL 1965, Buz



    

K2GL 1966 
W2IWC+xyl, 

K1ZVU, K2UYG



    
K2GL: WB2MFX (W9LT, WA7LT) tuning around



    

K2GL: K2UYG (K2TT – left), unknown 
op, W2VCZ (on right).  Note the HX50 (lower 

left) used on 160m with 50 watts (really).



    
K2GL: K6SSS (L) 1965 & the “small” 40m yagi that fell

Remember this tower for later!



    

K2GL late 1960’s: 15m 
W2DNG (W2HH), W2GLM 

(K2GM), and K2KUR (N2AA)



    

After the 1969 CQWW season, 
a storm came through and 

destroyed the K2GL station.
K2GL was QRT until 1975.

But then the silence ended.



    

K2GL Here’s the 
tower that I said to 

remember.  It broke.  
W2GLM (K2GM) on 
top, K2UYG (K2TT) 

below with Bobbie 
Walsh (N2AA’s 13 year 

old kid) hanging on



    

K2GL 200’ Rohn 80 goes up.  The gin pole is Rohn 55G



    

K2GL Loaded Rohn 80

B. Walsh turns the 20L 
15m array from EUR to JA



    

Putting up the 1st 
rotating tower in the 
USA – 4 way guying



    

1st of 2: 10L 10m Telrex



    

K2GL:  10 over 
10 on 10m

Summer of 1977

AKA “Doug’s 
Folly”



    

K2GL
4 stack of 5L on 15 

fixed on Africa



    

K2GL
6 over 6 on 20m 

Bertha



    

K2GL
Rohn 80 final 
configuration:

3L 80m @ 200’

4 stack of 6L 
Telrex 20’s below

It made the Bertha 
feel like a dipole

On the right is 
another Rohn 80 

with 3 over 3 on 40



    



    

K2GL ~1977: 10m
[L] WB2VYA (KR2Q), K2XR [R]



    

K2GL 20m
[L-R] N2AA, WB6KIL (K1KI)



    

K2GL 20m
[L] N2AA, K2TW [R], 
K5NA in background



    

K2GL [L-R] KR2Q 40m, 
K2NG + K2UR 75m



    

K2GL 40m K2UYG (K2TT).  Rigs through the ages:  
KWM2, 75A4, HA1 TO Keyer, Curtis memory keyer, Drake R4B, 

TR7, Racal RX, Alpha 76PA, 77D, Henry 2K



    

K2GL 15m. K2SS



    

K2GL WA2OVE (KR2J, 
N5NJ, W5OV) using a TS830 

+ K2SS (on right) on 15m



    

K2GL: (L-R) K2GM on 40, K3EST 
chatting, K2TW on 20, N2AA chatting back



    

K2GL Pileup: K2TT, ? , K5NA



    

The end of an era.  K2GL SK 1987
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