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John Adams – Transmigration of Souls (SACD): This album won a Grammy for the best surround sound disc in 2010, so naturally, I had to have it.  Turns out, it had previously won for Best Orchestral Performance and Best Contemporary Classical Composition a couple of years before that.  Composer John Adams was commissioned by several benefactors including the New York Philharmonic and Lincoln Center's Great Performers to write a piece of music commemorating the September 11th terrorist attacks. Adam's On the Transmigration of Souls premiered on the first anniversary of the attacks.  It is a complex work that integrates street sounds and spoken word with two choirs and of course an orchestra.  It generates a fairly indescribable experience that I will not attempt to describe.  Other than to say it lasts some 20 minutes and most everyone I have played this for has found it a moving experience.  
 It also includes a few pieces by Samuel Barber and a world premiere recoding by Jennifer Higdon.  
Art of Noise – Daft (SACD): This album is the classic original sound of AON.  I wouldn’t say this make a lot of use of the surround sound landscape however.  The effect is pretty subtle on most tracks.  

Art of Noise – Reconstructed (SACD): These are live tracks that were recorded at the Coachella Festival in 1999.  While the surround mix is more impressive than Daft, most of it is the same as the DVD Video Into Vision which is probably more fun because of the video element.  

Bass Communion – Loss (DVD Audio): Bass Communion is a side project of Steven Wilson, best known for his lead role in the rock band Porcupine Tree.  It consists of two pieces, each about 19 minutes long.  The classification for type of music is “ambient, drone”.  Loss is a lament to love lost, and it is a mournful question. Can the dead communicate with the living? With his lone lonely piano, and its canvas of white noise, Steven Wilson depicts tormented souls of both living and dead, lost, afraid, alone. Very spacey and probably best played in the dark. 
The Beach Boys – Pet Sounds: They went back into the studio and did a surround mix of this album on 1998.  This isn’t a stunning surround mix – but it is the Beach Boys in surround.  
The Beatles – Love (DVD Audio): I suggest not putting this on unless you are prepared to be glued to the couch for over an hour.  This is the most incredible Beatles experience you can have without actually seeing them live.  Except for a string orchestra assembled by George Martin to turn “While My Guitar Gently Weeps” into a much softer song, every note here is Beatles music – but heard in a way you never thought possible. It takes great advantage of the surround stage as well.  
The Beatles – Yellow Submarine (DVD Video): Excellent re-master of the songs in this movie into surround sound.  This is what you buy after you hear Love and want to hear more of the Beatles in surround sound.  Then you dream about what things like The White Album and Abbey Road would sound like in surround.  
Beethoven Symphonies (DVD Audio) I read some review that said the series on the Teldec label with Barenboim conducting was the one to get.  Some of these have been hard to find with some of them selling upwards of $60 on Ebay.  I was lucky enough to find some at Fry’s and a couple of good deals on the internet.  I currently have all but #3 and #6.  

Beethoven – Piano Concerto #3 (SACD): I walked into Music Millennium and asked for Beethoven’s Third Piano Concerto on SACD, and this what they dug up. This has Olli Mustonen playing piano and conducting. I was surprised at how great of a recording this ended up being – right up with there with the symphonies.  It also includes a version of the Violin Concerto – rescored by Ludwig for piano! 

Blue Man Group (DVD Audio): This may seem strange, but some of the best sounding surround sound music comes from the men in blue.  Even their DVD Video productions are pretty good – but they are at their best in the studio.  
Britten’s Orchestra – (SACD): Young Person’s Guide to the Orchestra.  This got the award for best surround sound disc in 2011.
Jack Bruce – Shadows in the Air (DVD Audio): This is a 2002 recording of that same voice we enjoyed listening to Cream.  Is has a jazz trio sound – but includes White Room and Sunshine of Your Love.  Too bad the original Cream recordings don’t sound this good.  
Joseph Canteloube – Chants d’Auvergne: Classical with choir.  
Checkfield – Surrounded (DVD Audio): Smooth Modern Jazz recorded exquisitely in surround.  
Chicago - Chicago Transit Authority (DVD Audio?): This is the original Quad mix of the album repackaged by Rhino.  Kind of nice to transport back into time and hear what Quad sounded like.  This is an excellent album with some hits on it that you know (Does Anybody Really Know What Time It Is and I’m a Man) but lots of other excellent pieces.  
Eric Clapton – 461 Ocean Boulevard (SACD): This is a fairly new addition to my collection.  I never had the original album, but couldn’t resist it when I found it at Fry’s for a nice price.  Probably the only song on here I know is “I Shot the Sheriff” – but I am sure it will reveal other treasures when I get a chance to listen to it more seriously.  I also have Slowhand.  
Eric Clapton – Crossroads: Different than the DVD with Stevie Winwood (which is excellent if nothing else for seeing them do “Had to Cry Today”).  Features lots of different people you know doing various classics.    
Deep Purple – Concerto for Group and Orchestra (DVD Audio): Maybe they don’t make the right kind of drugs to listen to this album any more.  I put it on once or twice, but just never got into it.  

Depeche Mode – Music for the Masses (DVD Audio): Includes some extra songs and a short video.  Not bad, but I guess I have sort of gotten over Depeche Mode after listening to them so much about 20 years ago.  

Derek and the Dominos – Layla (SACD): This was nominated for an Grammy for the surround mix and I have to agree it is excellent.  
Dire Straits – Brothers In Arms (SACD): I haven’t had time to listen to the whole album – keep playing Money For Nothing over and over again.  I probably played that for you already however.  Simply awesome!!
The Eagles – Hotel California (SACD): This used to sell for like $250 on EBay – but it was recently released in Japan on SACD for “only” about $50.  This is a fantastic recording.  The guitars just jump out of the speakers on Victim of Love.  
Emerson Lake and Palmer – Brain Salad Surgery (DVD Audio): Includes a bonus cut of Lucky Man.  This is an original disc release around 2002?  I also have Emerson Lake and Palmer (first album) and Tarkus which were remixed by Steven Wilson and released in DVD Audio in 2012.
Frankie Goes To Hollywood – The Sonic Collection (DVD Audio): Frankie says….  
Genesis (DTS): Nice of Genesis to rerelease most of their catalog in surround.  I currently have Abacab, A Trick of the Tail and Invisible Touch.  
Philip Glass – Koyaanisqatsi (DVD Audio): This is probably the most difficult entry to describe on this list.  The music was a soundtrack for a movie done in the 80s that showed lots of scenes of “Life out of Balance”.  The word Koyaanisqatsi means exactly that in the Hopi Language.  The music was rerecorded in 2001 and after I first listened to it, I felt this might be the best surround sound disc I owned.  If you are worn out by some of the more energetic or challenging selections on this list – and are looking for a safe place to relax for awhile or just hear something different, you will probably enjoy this.  It’s probably also a great thing to put on at 3 AM when most everyone is asleep.  Great use of the surround sound stage and fantastic recording quality – great organ sound.  Borders on being boring – without being boring at all.
Handel – Music for the Royal Fireworks / Water Music: (SACD).

Gustav Holst – The Planets
Mickey Hart – The Best of Mickey Hart (DVD Audio): This is a collection of various pieces Mikey has put together, mostly with internationally known drummers and a few bits with Jerry Garcia and I think that must be Bob Weir singing “Down The Road”.  Intense rhythms with an orchestra of tuned percussion that defies to be categorized.  I found this to be an excellent disc to put on while enjoying some homebrew beer after a busy day.  Just magic!!
Jean Michel Jarre – JMJ has changed over the years.  His latest Teo and Tia is pretty much techno dance – but excellent surround sound.  Oxygene (his first album) has been re-recorded LIVE with video of the process and in surround.  Finally, Aero is sort of a best hits collection, again rerecorded and excellently put together in surround.  The transition to Souvenir of China will nearly make you jump out of your seat.
Jethro Tull – Thick As A Brick (DTS): Released in 2012, remixed by Steven Wilson.  Stunning.  I would rank this right up there with Dark Side of the Moon or Wish You Were Here in being my most favorite remix of a classic.  Parts of this literally made me cry – so many connections to my childhood – and hearing it in surround is overwhelming.  I sure hope Passion Play is next – and this makes me take another look at the steep price tag for Aqualung (only available as a boxed set north of $100).  
Elton John – Goodbye Yellow Brick Road (DVD Audio): I used to play the start of this album all the time on my old 1980’s audio system.  It sounds nice when played loud!!  Includes a making of video that I have yet to watch.
King Crimson (DVD Audio): I was never into King Crimson in my youth.  I was aware that Greg Lake was associated with the band and that was about it.  Recently, Steven Wilson from Porcupine Tree started working with Robert Fripp to remix the catalog into surround sound.  I have bought them as they come out and currently have seven of their discs (In the Court of the Crimson King, Red, Lizard, The Wake of Poseidon, Starless and Bible Black, Discipline and Islands).  If you are familiar with one or more of them, it is probably a good choice to listen to.  Some of the music here is a bit challenging to get into.  Most of the albums have a long centerpiece on them.  If you are lost and want to try something, the song Lizard is an awesome surround sound experience and really comes alive in this format. How this ever fit into two channels is beyond me.  In fact, Fripp used to hate this piece of music until he heard how Mr. Wilson refined it.   I also have a very recent King Crimson “project” A Scarcity of Miracles.  Kind of a light jazz flavor to it with Tony Levin playing bass and the Chapman Stick.  More of Tony in a video on the Discipline album with Adrian Belew.  I also have a couple of DVDs with live King Crimson.  
Kitaro – Best of Silk Road (DVD Audio): Updated surround recordings of a selection of the pieces from the original Silk Road Suite.  And excellent place to spend some time giving your ears a break from the more challenging selections on this list.  

Eric Kunzel – Celtic Spectacular (SACD): With The Chieftains, James Galway and others.  Various well known Celtic pieces – including some fantastic stuff from The Lord Of The Dance.  
Led Zeppelin – How the West Was Won (DVD Audio): Want to know what it was like to be at a LZ concert?  Ask for “Whole Lot of Love” and medley (loud) and enjoy.  I’ll bring some alfalfa in from the barn for that organic smell on request.  
Mahler – Symphony No. 1 – Titan (DVD Audio): One of my all time favorite classical symphonies. The third movement is highly recommended (remind me to unplug the refrigerator for best effect).   Very interesting how one melody transitions into another (sometimes not after a bit of a struggle).  I originally bought a CD of this piece a couple of hours after meeting Nancy.  My good friend Mark took me to Tower Records and I put together an “instant” classical collection of about 10 CDs.  
Mannheim Steamroller (DVD Audio): Pretty much anything Mannheim Steamroller does is sonically excellent and this carries over into the surround sound recordings.  Fresh Aire 8 is a DVD Video in surround as is The Christmas Angel and the Christmas Concert.  They also have a home theater sampler with a fun little video on it.  The audio only Manheim Steamroller meets the Mouse is fun.  Too bad they have not rereleased the whole Fresh Aire series in surround.  
Metallica (DVD Audio): The “black” album in surround.  I was not as impressed with this as I hoped I would be after spending about $40 for it.  Seems like the bass guitar is almost missing from the surround mix (it is better in the stereo mix on the same disc).  However, if you play it loud enough – it shows up.  
The Moody Blues – Days of Future Passed (DTS): Stunning.  A great disc to put on just before sunset. 
Gary Moore – Back to the Blues (DVD Audio): Since Hendrix and Stevie Ray are gone, we will have to make do with Gary Moore – and quite well.   (Updated 6 February 2011 – Gary died of a heart attack).
Mozart – Requiem (SACD): Obligatory Mozart Choral work.  
Mozart – Flute Concertos (SACD): Just some of your average Mozart Flute stuff.  Pick your favorite key: G major, C major or a couple in D major (Rondo and Concerto).  The booklet is thicker than the CD case.   
Nine Inch Nails – The Downward Spiral (SACD): This disc got pretty high reviews and after finally having a copy of it in stereo to listen to – I decided to give it a try.  This album comes with a parental advisory – which means you should not play it for your parents.  Actually – this is a very excellent album in surround.  A lot of the industrial sounds that are mixed into the songs do well in the rear channel (or center speaker as demonstrated in the first cut with a jet engine sound).  The dynamics jump from garage band to Pink Floyd several times in each song.  The Becoming might be a good place to start – or the last few songs on the disc.  
No Man – Schoolyard Ghosts and Together We’re Stranger (DVD Audio): Steven Wilson again doing the music and Tim Bowness on vocals.  Very clean recordings. 
Babatunde Olatunji – Love Drum Talk (SACD): Lots of drums, acoustic guitar and vocals.  This is not a surround sound disc – but high quality stereo.  Not unlike something you would hear Mickey Hart producing.  

Mike Oldfield – Tubular Bells (DVD Audio): We have both the 2003 re-recording and the original.  Since the original came out – I haven’t put the newer one on.  Stunning doesn’t do it justice.  However, the 2003 version does have some nice video with it of a couple of concerts.  More recently, Mike has started releasing older albums redone in surround.  I have Hergest Ridge and Ommadawn.  Of the two – I would suggest Ommadawn.  The last piece “On Horseback” fills up the living room in a very delightful way.  I also have Incantations – but not much of this is in surround (if any).  I have been holding back on getting QE2 since it has NO surround.  Sure hope Amarok comes out in surround someday.   
Opeth – Still Life (DVD Audio): America to Metallica in under 30 seconds.  Best to just listen to The Moor and if you survive, you will probably want more. Face of Melinda might be a less challenging way to start with this band.
Alan Parson Project (DVD Audio): I have I Robot and Eye in the Sky, but these are in high quality Stereo.  The start of I Robot is worth hearing however.  Two recent releases are in surround – On Air and A Valid Path.  This last one is an excellent surround sound disc with remakes of some of their older songs and some new stuff.  First cut features David Gilmore.  There is “A Recurring Dream Within a Dream” for fans of their first album.  On Air has a neat way of using surround for the start of the album.  I also have a recent concert with Alan done in Spain that is very interesting to watch if you are into his music.  
Pink Floyd – Dark Side Of The Moon (SACD): Totally meets your unrealistic expectations.  It’s that good.  Unplug the refrigerator.  There are sounds in this you have never heard before on the standard recording.  Wish You Were Here was added with the Immersion Box Set and is also excellent.  It is just disappointing that the Immersion release of The Wall is not in surround!!  (
The Police – Every Step You Take (DTS): This is the only Police album I could afford in surround.  Excellent.
Porcupine Tree (DVD Audio): Porcupine Tree pretty much picks up where Pink Floyd left off after Animals and carries the idea forward into the 21st century.  Most of the stuff released since 2000 by PT has come out in surround.  Also, their video Anesthetize is in surround.  Russia on Ice off of Lightbulb Sun is a great place to start if you aren’t familiar with their sound.  
Ringo – 5.1 (DVD Audio): So – Ringo does an album called 5.1 – so naturally, I had to have it.  He pretty much delivers what you would expect and has the same charming Ringo quality to the songs.  HOWEVER, do not listen the second song on this disc without some Kleenex around.  What a surprise. 

Rush – 2112 (BluRay): This is a recent release and has a nice feature of having a comic book style story board that you can page through while listening to the music (on screen).  I like the surround mix here better than Moving Pictures.  

Rush – Moving Pictures (DVD).  Make sure to select the surround mix as the stereo one comes up as the default.  Perhaps I had played this too many times when it was one of my favorite albums or perhaps there just aren’t enough layers to Rush’s music to flaunt the surround sound stage – but this didn’t really excite me as much as I had hoped when I bought it.  Maybe if the bass was cranked up a little – but I don’t know how to do that anymore with my system.  (  
Queen – A Night At The Opera (DVD Audio): The Prophet’s Song is a must listen.  Bohemian Rhapsody isn’t bad either.  (
David Sanborn – Timeagain (DVD Audio): Modern Jazz with Sax.  David has always had a very clean sound on his CDs and it shines in surround.  

Santana – Abraxas (DTS): Not only is this an excellent surround sound version of the album – you will also find the mix to be different enough that you occasionally are left with the feeling that this was a different performance.  No – that wasn’t me (or anyone else in the room) with those “yips” during the end of Black Magic Women.  

Santana – Caravanserai (SACD Stereo): This has always been a favorite album of mine – so I bought a copy on SACD even though it wasn’t in surround.  It is a very excellent recording with improved signal to noise ratio over the normal CD.  Sounds great on the Sony MDR-V6’s hooked up to the stereo output of my player.  
Steely Dan – Gaucho (DVD Audio):  I am not really that great of a Steely Dan fan – but after hearing so many good reviews of this – I added to my collection.  

Storm Corrosion (BluRay): Collaboration with Steven Wilson and Mikael Åkerfeldt (from Opeth).  This album was nominated for the Surround Sound Grammy in 2012.  It does not sound anything like Opeth or Porcupine Tree.  Much more acoustic, but with an edge still.   Some very nice surround work here – probably my 2nd highest ranked surround sound disc.
Sting – Nothing Like The Sun (DTS): Excellent.  Did you know Sting covered a Jimi Hendrix song?

Styx – Cyclorama (DVD Audio): I think this is the only Styx album available in surround – or else EVERYONE is keeping their copy of The Grand Illusion.  
T-Bone Walker – Back On The Scene (DVD Audio): Trivia Question, who was the black guitarist who used to play the strings with his teeth?  No – the guy before Hendrix.  He wrote Stormy Monday that everyone covered.  

Tchaikovsky – 1812 (SACD): Erich Kunzel – an updated version of this classic by the guy who required the groves to be spaced further apart for the cannons when he recorded the original version.  I like how they used a choir for the start of this – gives it a very nice ambience.  

Travis & Fripp – Follow (DVD Audio): Theo Travis (woodwinds, flute, sax) and Robert Fripp (guitar with lots of electronics).  I guess this might be called ambient – but it’s more than that.  Very nice in surround sound. 

The Trondheim Soloists (Trondheimsolistene) (BluRay / SACD): Group from Norway.  This is a small chamber orchestra recorded in surround sound.  Nominated for a Grammy. Considered a very clean recording.  It is different than most classical surround discs in that it puts the instruments around the room instead of trying to recreate a concert hall experience with the orchestra in front of you and hall ambience in the rear.

Roger Waters – The Wall (SACD): Recorded live in Berlin.  This probably sounds just like it will in Tacoma when I see this live in December…  but it isn’t my favorite recording of the piece.  I much prefer the dark background that the original album is painted against.  There is always audience noise in this recording.  But it is The Wall and it is in Surround and has a full orchestra!!
The Who – Tommy (DVD Audio): You only think you have heard this album.  Don’t bruise your jaw when it hits the floor.  There are some fun extras included on the second disc that are worth listening to.  The Who try several times to record one song and take turns flubbing it up.  
Steven Wilson – Insurgentes (DVD Audio): Steve’s first solo album.  He used Gavin Harrison on drums – this sounds a lot like Porcupine Tree.  I also have Grace For Drowning the 2011 double disc release which has some excellent cuts on it.  Raider II is very nice.  On BluRay – we have The Raven That Refused To Sing which came out in February 2013.  
Wishbone Ash – Bare Bones (DVD Audio): A solid album with lots of acoustic guitar, bass and drums.  It was produced original band member Andy Powell - recorded in 2002.
Yes – Fragile (DVD Audio): Right up there with Brain Salad Surgery.  Cans and Brahms is a must hear.  The surround mix isn’t over done with the other cuts, but certainly adds to it.  This has America on it as a bonus track.  I also have Close To The Edge on SACD – but only in Stereo.
Yes – Magnification (DVD Audio): From 2001 – Yes replaces Rick Wakeman with an orchestra.  Probably one of the few Yes albums you have not heard a single song from.  Maybe this is an album like Tales from Topographic Oceans that has to grow on you – I don’t know yet.  
